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Summary
Rebuilding from disasters - one of the major programmes of the Center for Environment Education (CEE) aims at integrated approaches in order to reduce socio- economic and environmental vulnerabilities of the communities to disasters and to promote sustainable development. In order to achieve these goals, the programme addresses sustainable processes and practices based on the principles of Education for Sustainable Development (BSD). The programme employs a variety of ESD approaches and processes to reduce risks and maximize community participation in development interventions thus ensuring self-reliance and sustainability. 
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Description 
Closely associated with unsustainable development, natural disasters in India have increased the risks of communities, especially the poor in the last few years. Sustainable development and disaster management are mutually supportive goals. This paper distills the experiences of the Center for Environment Education (CEE) in disaster management and the important role that the Education has played in addressing the challenges offered by disasters and in promoting sustainable development. 

CEE has initiated three major programmes on rebuilding from disasters with the goals of reducing risks due to natural disasters and ensuring sustainability of the natural resource -based livelihoods of the affected communities the Western, Southern and Northern part of India following two major Earthquakes and Asian tsunami. 

Major development interventions addressed in these programmes are shelters, livelihood water-sanitation and disaster preparedness. CEE has cautiously integrated the principles and the processes of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in all these development interventions with the objectives of 

· Rebuilding hope and confidence among people to help them to cope up with and recover from the shocks and trauma of disasters 

· Strengthening the role of communities to enhance community participation in rebuilding processes. 

· Sensitizing donors to medium term and long-term goals needs and implications for a continued and long term support to achieve the goals of sustainable development. 

· Strengthening the capacities of young development professionals to address the challenges of disasters for sustainable future 

· Networking with various agencies for exchange of information and experiences, and for promoting efficient resource use by avoiding duplication of interventions. 

We have employed a variety of ESD processes to address various stakeholders such as communities, Governmental agencies, Non governmental agencies, donors, media, youth and developmental professionals. 

Meetings, focus group discussions, short term skill and leadership trainings to communities - women in particular, demonstrations of sustainable technologies and practices, long term training for young development professionals; facilities including audiovisuals, information support system, mobile exhibitions are some of the approaches that we have adopted. For instance, demonstration of land reclamation practices which includes salt tolerant paddy cultivation, green manure and gypsum application, and seed bank in Tamil Nadu to restore agriculture and improve the productivity. Such demonstrations have helped Farmers to adopt these techniques and speeding up the recovery process. Umang mobile van along with activities has helped children in trauma relief and has helped to cope up with and recover from the shocks and stresses of disasters. 

ESD has ensured integrated and community centered approaches thus ensuring self-reliance, maximizing community relationships resulting in sustainable development.
