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The UN Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, 1972 marked a landmark in the way the world looked at the environment. India considered this meeting critical. The Indian Prime Minister was the only head of Government other than the host country to attend the conference. It was here that Prime Minister Indira Gandhi emphasized in her speech the close connection between environment and development. She asked “Are not poverty and need the greatest polluters? The environment cannot be improved in conditions of poverty. Nor can poverty be eradicated without the use of science and technology.”

The years following Stockholm saw the world increasingly recognizing this connection. In 1983, the UN Secretary General established the World Commission on Environment and Development. The Brundtland Commission, as it came to be known, brought out its report in 1987. The report, “Our Common Future”, introduced the word Sustainable Development. The report emphasized that “sustainable global development requires that those who are more affluent adopt lifestyles within the planet’s ecological means.” This echoed the words of Mahatma Gandhi who speaking in the 1930’s, of consumption patterns in England, said that if an average Indian consumed the same amount of resources it would strip the earth bare like locusts descending on an agricultural field. The reality of the earth and its environment as the support system for all life on earth was very much a part of the Indian psyche.
India established a Department of Environment in 1980 and in 1985 this became the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF). It was formed as a nodal agency in the Central Government for planning, promotion, coordination and implementation of environmental and forestry programmes in the country. Its primary objectives were protection of environment in order to promote sustainable development; conservation and survey of flora, fauna, forests and wildlife; prevention and control of pollution and afforestation and regeneration of degraded areas. In order to achieve these goals, a strategy to build key institutions was proposed. It was felt that there was a need to establish Centres of Excellence that would play a pace setting role in different fields. These would be developed as independent institutions in collaboration with existing NGOs already engaged in pioneering work.
Education is the purview of the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD). However the MoEF felt that in order to accomplish its environmental agenda one of its Centres of Excellence should be in the field of EE. The Nehru Foundation for Development, an NGO which had considerable experience since the mid 1960’s, in science, health and environmental education, proposed such a centre. A centre that would play a leadership role in the development of environmental education in India. The Centre for Environment Education, CEE was formed out of this process in 1984. It was felt that while the new institution would be supported by the Government, it was essential to have such an institution function as an autonomous body, and was set up as an NGO. The specific mandate of CEE was to develop programmes and materials to increase awareness about the environment and its links to development. By establishing this centre, India became one of the first countries to make EE one of the foundations of the country’s environment and sustainable development strategy. 
In 1986, India unveiled its new National Policy on Education. In this it stated: “There is a paramount need to create a consciousness of the environment. It must permeate all ages and all sections of society, beginning with the child. Environmental consciousness should inform teaching in schools and colleges. This aspect will be integrated in the entire educational process.” CEE was asked to assist in a massive teacher training campaign. It published an EE activity book, “The Joy of Learning”, which was used in teacher training programmes throughout the country. The Joy of Learning, which is today available in over twenty different languages, also brought forward the challenge of doing EE in different linguistic, cultural and environmentally varied areas. The approach taken was to develop EE materials that would be tools in the hands of the teacher rather than being overly prescriptive in its design. It also emphasized the need to adapt materials rather than just translate them into different languages.  This was generally accomplished through workshops held in each region and has become a standard practice for disseminating CEE materials across different language groups. 
The National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) setup in 1961 as an autonomous body to assist the Ministry of Human Resource Development and Department of Education, Government of India, is the country’s apex body in implementing policies and programmes related to school education. In 1988 it brought out the National Curriculum for Elementary and Secondary Education: A Framework. The view of NCERT was that "the school curriculum should highlight the measures for protection and care of the environment, prevention of pollution and conservation of energy." In consonance with these documents, environmental studies was made an independent subject at the primary level and topics related to environment were suitably infused with different science and social science subjects at all school stages. Books under a `Reading to Learn' series were brought out to highlight a number of environment related subjects and concerns. Emphasis was also laid on teacher orientation-cum-training in the subject and a number of training modules were developed by the NCERT.
UNCED
Twenty years after Stockholm, The UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) was held at Rio de Janeiro in 1992. Unlike Stockholm, this time the world leaders were there. With 118 heads of government and heads of state, it was at the time the largest such gathering ever. CEE was asked to prepare the India paper for the Conference. One of the critical issues India raised in this document was to point out that the entire drive for development was rapidly taking the world towards an unsustainable lifestyle and an unsustainable future. The report emphasized that “the real challenge of development is not how to get there, but how not to get there”. New paradigms were required if development had to be sustainable. 
Agenda 21, which came out of Rio, was now emphasizing the role of education. It was no longer just education through the formal system, but education at all levels. The world was moving to new areas of knowledge. In 1992, CEE launched an Environment and Development book series. The aim was to help articulate the new paradigms of development as they emerged. If education had to be relevant, it needed to be linked to the latest thinking on environment and development. In 1994, CEE took another major decision to get involved in field level activity to compliment its education and communication projects and to be better exposed to ground realities. It was becoming clear that in order to be good development communicators, the communicators themselves needed field experience. 

Today CEE works directly in over 100 villages engaged in projects related to water supply and sanitation, rural housing, natural resource management and rural livelihoods. It is an active partner in poverty reduction programmes and waste management programmes involving the unorganized sector in several states. CEE’s industry group works with clean production technology in many industrial locations. As a National Host Institute of the UNDP GEF Small Grants Project, CEE partners over a 160 small NGO’s doing innovative work at the grassroots level. This change in strategy enabled CEE to strengthen the inter-linkages between education, capacity building and field demonstration as a roadmap for SD.  
The World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002 broadened the vision of SD and reaffirmed the role of education in mitigating environmental challenges. Environmental education at all levels plays a vital role in empowering and fostering in us the values, behaviour and lifestyles required for a sustainable future. In short, education builds capacity to orient one’s thinking towards SD. At the same time, several consumer advertisements promote values which are not sustainable. The challenge is to empower the citizen, the consumer to make better choices.
On the eve of the WSSD, CEE prepared two documents for the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India which took stock of India’s varied experiences and initiatives in SD. Some of the key aspects of learning that emerged were:
· Diversity and flexibility of approaches

· Multi stakeholder involvement in the management of natural resources

· Recognition of traditional practices and technology as an integral part of strategy

· Leapfrogging technological change

· Partnership between NGO’s and Government

· Citizen action: individual and community initiatives
· Greening of formal education and raising public awareness

In December 2003, the Supreme Court of India, in a landmark judgment, stated that EE must be compulsory in all formal education, school and college. NCERT, which was made responsible for this programme at the school level, prepared a model syllabus for EE at different grades in schools. This syllabus was completed in April 2004 with active participation and consultation of experts, educationists and environmentalists.

DESD

2005-14 was declared by the UN as the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. Finally it seemed there was international recognition of the importance of education to move towards sustainability. Having worked on the themes of education and communication for over two decades, CEE found itself well prepared to lead the country in this programme. UN DESD calls for involvement and participation of all stakeholders at different levels to develop a shared vision of ESD and its implementation. In line with this thinking, CEE organised “Samvaad – A Dialogue for Sustainable Rural Development” in December 2004. This event facilitated dialogue and lateral learning among 1200 people from about 200 villages of the state of Gujarat. Government representatives, NGO’s, experts in various fields of SD and academics participated in thematic workshops, plenary sessions and exhibitions.

‘Samvaad’ was designed as a process that lead up to the first International Event to mark the Decade. This was an international Conference “Education for a Sustainable Future” organised by our Centre at Ahmedabad from January 18 to 20, 2005. Over 900 educators, experts and development practitioners from 50 countries attended this event which was supported by the Government of India, UNESCO, UNEP and several other partners.
The objective of this Conference was to share understanding, current status and needs of ESD, develop a strategy and a blueprint of action for the Decade, including India’s strategy and its role in the Decade. This was our work towards evolving guiding principles, roadmaps and priorities for ESD for the decade. Sector-specific concerns were addressed at 20 concurrent workshops covering a gamut of themes. Participants also studied the UN DESD Draft International Implementation Scheme (DIIS) with a view to enrich and enhance the document. 
One among the outcomes of this conference was a vision for the Decade as envisaged by participants from all over the world, which is called the ‘Ahmedabad Declaration’. This Declaration is being shared widely with the international community of educators and practitioners and is being translated into several languages. The feedback from this Conference on the DIIS has been shared with UNESCO, UNEP and other key stakeholders. The sectoral roadmaps and action plans are being shared with relevant stakeholders for further inputs and comments. The Conference website www.desd.org is being developed as an ongoing forum for discussion on ESD issues and the activities of the Decade. 
CEE recognised that to achieve SD, the paradigm of education had to change in certain fundamental ways and not just the paradigm of development. This would see a shift in education, the new paradigm would emphasize;

· Learning rather than teaching.

· Lifelong and continuous education rather than education confined to a specified period

· Multi-sourced and accessed education rather than top down, controlled and orchestrated education

· Empowering rather than socializing (indoctrinating)
· Global yet locale specific education

· Capacity building to build abilities for critical thinking and problem solving

· Multi-disciplinary approach as opposed to a single new discipline
· Sensitivities to gender, diversity etc.,

· Participatory and based on learning with peers 

These ideologies were well recognised long ago by Mahatma Gandhi in his words what was required was:
 “Education for life; 

   Education through life; 

   Education throughout life.”


The challenges faced are those of scaling up, to reach all the formal and other institutions with the techniques of EE and ESD. The challenge is to build more capacity to fulfill the targets of the decade and indeed those of the Millennium Development Goals.  

